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BIOGRAFIA / BIOGRAPHY

DR. HECTOR R. ACUNA MONTEVERDE

El Dr. Héctor Rafael Acuia Monteverde fue un
destacado médico, servidor publico internacional y
lider rotario, reconocido mundialmente por su
contribucién a la salud pdblica y, en particular, por
su papel fundamental en la lucha para la
erradicacion de la poliomielitis.

NACIMIENTO Y FORMACION

Nacio en Cananea. Sonora, el 24 de septiembre de 1921,
Obtuvo el grado de Médico Cirryano en la Facultad de
Medicina de la Universidad Nacional Autdnoma de México
en 1947 y realizd una Maestria en Salud Publica en la
Universidad de Yale en 1951.

TRAYECTORIA PROFESIONAL

A su regreso a México en 1964, ocupd diversos cargos de
Secretaria de Salud y Asistencia, siendo nombrado en 1971
Director de Asuntos Internacionales. En 1975 fue elegido
Director de la Organizacion Panamericana de la Salud,
posicion que desempefid hasta el dia en el que impulsa
importantes programas de salud para las Américas, fortalecio la
cooperacion técnica y promovid la participacion regional en la
prevencion de enfermedades.

Desde sus inicios enfrentd problemas internacionales de salud
como epidemiologo en la Direccion de Cooperacidn
Internacional de Salud Piblica. Entre 1954 y 1962 trabajé para
la Organizacién Panamericana de la Salud (OPS) y la
Organizacion Mundial de la Salud (OMS) en Repablica
Dominicana, El Salvador, Guatemala y Pakistan, donde fue
Representante de [a OMS y Asesor Medico Jefe.

APORTACION A LA FRRADICACION DE LA POLIO

Junto con el Dr. Carlos Canseco, fue una figura clave en la
creacion y expansion del programa PolioPlus de Rotary
International. Gracias a su experiencia, prestigio y contacto en
la OMS, logro sumar a lideres de la salud gloEal. incluido el
Dr. Albert Sabin, y abrir las puertas para que Rotary se
convirtiera en un actor decisivo en la lucha mundial contra la
poliomielitis.
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Dr. Héctor Rafael Acuiia Monteverde was a
distinguished physician, international public
servant, and Rotary leader, rel:l:lgnizecr
worldwide for his contribution to

public health and, particularly, for his
tundamental role in the fight to eradicate
poliomyelitis.

BIRTH AND EDUCATION
He was born in Cananea, Sonora, on September 24, 1921,
He earned his medical degree from the Faculty of
Medicine of the National Autonomous University of
Mexico in 1947 and a Master of Public Health from Yale
University in 1951,

Early in his career, he addressed international health
charlenges as an epidemiologist in the Directorate of
International Public Health Cooperation. Between 1954
and 1962, he worked for the Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO} and the World Health Organization
{WHO) in the Dominican Republic, El Salvador,
Guatemala, and Pakistan, where he served as WHO
Representative and Chief Medical Adviser.

Upon returning to Mexico in 1964, he held various positions
within the Ministry of Health and Welfare and was appointed
Director of International Affairs in 1971, In 1975, he was elected
Director of the Pan American Health Organization, In this
position, he advanced important health programs throughout the
Americas, strengthened technical cooperation, and encouraged
regional participation in disease prevention.

CONTRIBUTION TO POLIO ERADICATION

Together with Dr, Carlos Canseco, he was a key figure in the creation and expansion of
Rotary International’s PolioPlus program. Through his experience, standing, and contacts
within WHO, he secured the involvement of global health leaders, including Dr. Albert
Sabin, and opened doors for Rotary to become a decisive participant in the worldwide
fight against poliomyelitis.
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ROTARY SERVICE

He joined Rotary on February 3, 1965, at the Rotary Club of Tacubaya
in Mexico City, where he served as a director and a member of its
service foundation. He was President of his club in 1968-1969,
Governor of District 4170 in 1989-1990, a consultant to The Rotary
Foundation’s 3-H, PolioPlus, and Special Grants programs, and
Rotary’s National Coordinator for the Polio Vaccination Program in
Mexico. He actively participated in international committees and
promoted the program in numerous countries.

PERSCONAL LIFE
He married Mrs. Beatriz Dolores Hallatt de Acufia, with whom he
built a close-knit and exemplary family. They had five daughters, who

supported him throughout his life of service. Died on february the 7th,
2011.

RECOGNITION AND LECACY

Dr. Héctor Acuiia Monteverde was an exceptional public servant, a
committed Rotarian, and a cherished friend. His work transformed the
health of millions of people and left a legacy of service, humanism,
and global vision.
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VIDA ROTARIA

Se inicid en Rotary el 3 de febrero de 1965 en el Club Rotario Tacubaya de
la Ciudad de México, donde fue Director y miembro de la Fundacion de
Servicio. Fue Presidente de su club en 1968-1969, Gobernador del Distrito
4170 en 1989-1990, consultor de los programas 3H, PolioPlus y Donativos
Especiales de la Fundacion Rotaria, y Coordinador Nacional Rotario del
Programa de Vacunacién contra la Poliomielitis en México. Participo
activamente en comités internacionales y en la promocidn del programa en
multiples paises,
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(ontra;o matrimonio con la Sra. Beatriz Dolores Hallatt de Acufa, con
quien formé una familia unida y ejemplar. Tuvieron cinco hijas, quienes
siempre lo acompanaron en su vida de servicio.Fallecio el 7 de febrero de
2011 en Cuernavaca, México.

RECONOCIMIENTO Y LECADO

El Dr. Héctor Acuiia Monteverde fue servidor piblico excepcional, un
Rotario comprometido y un amigo entrafiable. Su trabajo transformé la
salud de mllr

vision global.}

ones de personas, dejé un legado de servicio, humanismo v
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WHY HONOR HIM WITH AN
AWARD BEARING HIS NAME!?

During the 1960s, interclub sports
tournaments were held. Among others, the
Rotary Club of Tampico, the Rotary Club of
Tacubaya and the Rotary Club of Monterrey
took part. They were sporting events, but, as
with so many things within Rotary, they also
became something more.

It was in those encounters, towards the end of
the 1960s and the beginning of the 1970s, that
they began to get to know one another as
Rotarians, and their friendship became closer.
They shared ideas, worked together on more
than one occasion. With time, that friendship
also acquired a professional dimension. Both
were doctors, and both illuminated public
positions from which they could influence
international public health.

Many years later, that friendship would prove
decisive.

When Héctor Acuiia Monteverde directed the
Pan American Health Organization, he invited
Carlos Canseco, then President of Rotary, to the
region to take part in a program and facilitate
rapprochement among programs, doctors,
health authorities and international
organizations. They did not know what lay
ahead. They arrived at this stage after years of
friendship.

That was why, when one day Canseco announced
that he would be President of Rotary International,
the conversation did not begin as it does between
two acquaintances or between two people who
barely exchange words. It was a conversation
between friends.

HECTOR ACUNA:
TURNING AN IDEA INTO A GLOBAL CAUSE.

Héctor was the catalyst, physician, public health
expert and diplomat; Carlos Canseco turned that
aid into a Rotary institutional cause.

“Hey, you know what? I'm going to be the waorld
president of Rotary.”

Acuna received the news enthusiastically. He was
an Honored, not of course, but he immediately
asked a much more important question:

—*“How good! It is a great responsibility. But right
away | want to know exactly what it means to have
such a position and what you can do with it.”

—*“And what program are you going to promote?”

The question was fundamental. Canseco could
hold an international presidency, travel around the
world and represent Rrgnary; buf he needed a cause
to specify, an initiative capable of uniting clubs and
justifying a worldwide maobilization.

It was then that Acufa talked to him about
poliomycelitis and the possibility of turning
vaccination into a global program.

—"And how much does that cost?”

Acuiia explained that there was no small-scale version
or draft project. Vaccinating millions of children

required uying vaccines, organizing campaigns,
tralnln)lg staff, = transportin doses,  establishin
surveillance systems and coordinating governments an

international organizations.

—*“There is no cheap option.” Acuna told him. “If
Rotary wants to do it, it will have to commit seriously.”

The conversation did not end there. Acuna did not limit
himself to proposing the idea; he also helped Canseco
find the necessary resources. He showed him the
possibilities for international financing, encouraged him
to take action and used his connections to open doors
that would otherwise have remained closed.

Acuna secures the first donations.

“Look, here is the money that can be obtained from
Kellog’s Foundation and Bill Gates” he pointed out one
of the first sources of support. “With this you can start.”
But also we need to legitimate our cause “l have some
friends, we need to talk to them, we need UNICEF"
That was decisive. Acufa helped transform a legitimate
concern into a viable project. He provided legitimate,
identified  financing ossibilities and connected
scientific institutions andphealrh needs with the capacity
for action of an international organization like Rotary.

“ﬁmﬁ’
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ACUNA ACHIEVES ROTARY
RECOGNITION FROM THE WHO

Later, Acufia used his experience and international
connections to present the proposal to the World
Health Organization. His knowledge of health
systerms an(fhis authority within international public
health ensured that Rotary's idea was taken seriously.

« The WHO recognized Rotary as an NGO.

« The global polio eradication program was
created.
The WHO provided 5 years' worth of supplies,
strengthened the cold chain, sent experts, and
achieved social mobilization.

Acuiia contributed scientific knowledge, healthcare
experience, diplomatic relations, and access to
international organizations; Canseco had something
different but equally indispensable: the presidency of
Rotary International an(f with it, the ability to
mobilize clubs, members, and resources around the
world. A friendship that had grown between Rotary
meetings and interclub tournaments ended up
helping to build one of Rotary's preatest service
causes.

At some point, another key figure emerged: Albert
Sabin, developer of the oral pnﬁ() vaccine, It's one of
those stories that would hardly appear in an official
record.

SABIN REFUSED TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT.

Acufa knew science and people. He could talk to
ministers,  doctors, presidents, scientists, and
Rotarians and find the right door. When Sabin initially
refused to sign one of the program documents, Carlos
Canseco turned to his friend. The instruction, recalled
many years later, went something like this:

—Take him to the most expensive restaurant you can
find. Get him drunk! Spend whatever it takes, but get
him to sign.

—Not if it's not about the money. The problem is, I'm
going to get drunk too.

4170 D
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Acuiia finally accepted the mission. The meeting at
the Rotary offices in Evanston was adjournm.? at
noon. It would resume at two o'clock. When Albert
asked on which floor the refreshments would be,
Acufa interrupted him.

—No, no, no... What do you mean, little
sandwiches? We're going to eat properly. And they
can wait for us for the afternoon meeting.

Acuna recalled that Albert stared at him for a while,
his eyes fixed on the space between his brows. Like
the true epicurean he was, he probably thought, "If
the former Director of the PAHO suggested it." He
broke the silence:

—Of course, I'm Sabin. The one who came up with
the vaccine.

They took Canseco's official vehicle and headed to
downtown Chicago. They entered the most
exclusive restaurant next to the most famous hotel
of the time.

—Albert, you order the food! But order properly!

Acuia called the maitre d'. He spoke to him in
Spanish to avoid being understood and asked for
the most expensive wine.

—Not necessarily the best... Acufa interrupted:

—You bring it here, | want to impress this
gentleman.

There was a long meal; they ate splendidly, there
was much conversation, and quite a bit of wine.
They got up about four or five times to go to the
bathroom.

They ordered two bottles of the most expensive
one. Then they returned leisurely to the meeting,
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It was already three in the afternoon.

—And Carlos cracked his knuckles.

Acuna recalls with a smile: “We arrived and were

Ereefed by the President of Rotary International
imself.” He told Acuna:

—What happened? Are you going to sign?

-I don't know.

—Did he say anything to you?

—I did what you asked. | got him drunk... and | got
drunk too. We'll see the results inside.

The document was circulated again. From left to right,

as in any diplomatic protocol. Sabin was fourth from
the left.
This time, Sabin signed.

—Aaaah!... it was worth it...
It was worth it:

» Sabin donated the patent rights for the oral
vaccine to Rotary.

« In the first two years, Acuia convinced large
companies to donate the initial $180 million to
launch the program. To date, Rotary has raised
more than $2.8 billion.

We have administered more than 3 billion doses of
vaccines to children.

It is estimated that we have prevented 20 million
cases of childhood paralysis.




Octavio kept a momento of Héctor Acuna that he regarded as
one of the ceremonies' most treasured items. On a trip with his
willto to Washington, D.C,, Acufa invited him to dine at his
home in Falls Church, Virginia. Over a meal of international
dishes he asked, recalling one of Acuna's daughters: "They call
you 'Rotary.' Rotary was family. Acufia, who held major
international responsibilities, appeared with Don Octavio
Acevedo at a dinner at home; his club, the dinner and the
family brought together.

During the Rotary District Conference, he invited his friend
Mauricio Canseco, whom he had known for almost two
decades, as someone of international caliber so that his
waorldwide perspective—without agendas outside those that
life had given him—uwould open the path of opportunities to
the 400 members of the Rotary family.

LR L e
ACUNA AND CANSECO AT THE DISTRICT SUMMIT
IN THE CONGRESS OF THE UNION.

What happened next took us by surprise. He devoted his speech to
this story and paid tribute to our fellow Rotarian. These were his

“Honoring my grandfather's legacy does not mean claiming history
as my awn, but remembering those who walked beside him,’

Perhaps that is one of the most genuine expressions of Rotary
friendship: understanding that no truly great achievement belongs
to just one person.

Acuiia's contribution was not the isolated accomplishment of a
sinile man. His gift was bringing together the people who could
make the seemingly impossible possible. That was something he

had learned from his friends.
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NO TRULY GREAT PROJECT
IS EVER BUILT ALONE

|
In 1988, when the Global Polio Eradication

Initiative  formally began, the disease was
paralyzing hundreds of thousands of children every
year. Since then, we have reduced polio almost to
extinction.

Behind that achievement stand millions of helping
hands.

transcended borders;

always, they carried their club's banner.
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;POR QUE HOMENAJE
Y GALARDON A SU NOMBRE?

Durante los sesentas existian torneos deportivos entre clubes rotarios. Participaban,
entre otros, el Club Rotario de Tampico, el Club Rotario Tacubaya y el Club Rotario
de Monterrey. Eran encuentros deportivos, pero, como tantas cosas dentro de

Rotary, terminaban siendo algo mas.

Por Tacubaya participaba Héctor Acufa Monteverde.
Por Tampico participaba Carlos Canseco.

Fue en aquellos encuentros, hacia finales de los anos
sesenta y principios de los setenta, cuando comenzaron
a conocerse como rotarios y su relacion se hizo mds
estrecha. Competian, convivian, viajaban, compartian
mesa y conversacién. Con el tiempo, aquella amistad
adquirid también una dimensién profesional. Ambos
eran médicos y ambos terminarian ocupando lugares
desde los cuales podian influir en la salud piblica
internacional.

Muchos afos después, esa amistad resultaria decisiva.

Cuando Héctor Acufia Monteverde dirigia |a
Organizacion Panamericana de la Salud, invitd a
Carlos Canseco, entonces dirigente de Rotary para la
zona, a participar en Washingion y facilito su
acercamiento a programas, médicos, autoridades
sanitariascr organismos internacionales. No se estaban
conociendo entonces. Llegaban a esa etapa después de
anos de amistad.

Por eso, cuando un dia Canseco le anuncié que seria
presidente de Rotary International, la conversacién no
ocurrid  entre dos desconocidos ni  entre dos
funcionarios que apenas intercambiaban tarjetas.
Ocurri6 entre amigos.

HECTOR ACUNA:
CONVERTIR UNA IDEA EN CAUSA MUNDIAL

Héctor Acuna Monteverde fue el catalizador
cientifico, sanitario y diplomatico; Carlos Canseco
convirtio aquella idea en una causa institucional de
Rotary.

—QOye, jsabes qué? Voy a ser presidente mundial de
Rotary,

Acuna recibio la noticia con entusiasmo, Era un
honor enorme, por supuesto, pero inmediatamente
hizo una pregunta mucho mds importante:

—Qué bien! Es una gran responsabilidad.

Pero enseguida quiso saber qué sﬁnificaba
exactamente aquella presidencia y qué podia hacer
Rotary con ella.

—;Y qué programa vas a impulsar?

La pregunta era fundamental. Canseco podia ocupar
la presidencia internacional, viajar por el mundo y
representar a Rutary; pero necesitaba una causa
concreta, una iniciativa capaz de unir a los clubes y
justificar una movilizacién internacional.

Fue entonces cuando Acufa le hablé de la
poliomielitis y de la posibilidad de convertir la
vacunacion en un programa mundial,
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Canseco comprendié de inmediato |a importancia de
la propuesta. No se trataba solamente de organizar
una actividad mas ni de financiar una campana local.
Era la posibilidad de que Rotary asumiera una
responsabilidad historica: proteger a los nifios de todo
el mundo contra una enfermedad capaz de causar
pardlisis permanente y muerte,

Pero aparecid una dificultad practica. Canseco
P p

pregunto cudnto costaria poner en marcha un
programa de esa magnitud.

—;Y cuanto cuesta eso?

Acuna le explicé- que no existia una version pequena o
barata del proyecto. Vacunar a millones de ninos
exigia comprar vacunas, organizar campanas,
capacitar personal, transportar dosis, establecer
sistemas de vigilancia y coordinar a gobiernos vy
organismos internacionales.

—No hay una opcién barata —le hizo saber Acufa
—. Si  Rotary quiere hacerlo, tendrd que
comprometerse de verdad.

La conversacién no termind ahi. Acuna no se limitd a

lantear la idea: también ayudé a Canseco a encontrar
ﬁ:ls recursos iniciales. Le mostré las posibilidades de
financiamiento, le indicé a quién acudir y utilizd sus
contactos para abrir puertas que, de otro modo,
habrian permanecido cerradas.

ACUNA CONSIGUE PRIMERAS DONACIONES

—Mira, aqui estd el dinero que se puede conseguir —
le explicd, sefialandole una de las primeras fuentes de
apoyo—. Con esto puedes comenzar,

Ese gesto fue decisivo. Acufia ayudd a transformar una
reocupacion sanitaria en un proyecto viable. Aporté
os fundamentos cientfficos, explicd la dimensién del
problema, identificé las necesidades econdmicas y
orientd a Canseco hacia las instituciones capaces de

respaldar la iniciativa.
6
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ACUNA LOGRA RECONOCIMIENTO

ANTE LA OMS

Mas adelante, Acufa utilizé su experiencia y sus
relaciones internacionales para presentar la propuesta
ante la Organizacién Mundial de la Salud. Su
conocimiento de los sistemas sanitarios y su autoridad
dentro de la salud pdblica internacional permitieron
que la idea de Rotary fuera escuchada con seriedad.

« La OMS reconocio a Rotary como ONG.

. Se CREO el programa mundial de lucha contra la
polio.

« La OMS aporto 5 anos material, reforzo la cadena
fria, envio expertos y logro la movilizacion social.

Acuiia aportd conacimiento cientifico, experiencia
sanitaria, relaciones diplomdticas y acceso a
organismos  internacionales; Canseco tenia algo
diterente pero igualmente indispensable: la presidencia
de Rotary International y, con ella, la posibilidad de
movilizar clubes, socios y recursos alrededor del
mundo. Una amistad que habia crecido entre
encuentros rotarios y torneos interclubes termind
ayudando a construir una de las mayores causas de
servicio de Rotary.

En algln momento aparecid ofra pieza fundamental:
Albert Sabin, desarrollador de la vacuna oral contra la
poliomielitis. Una de esas historias que dificilmente
podrian aparecer en un acta oficial.

EN EL ACUERDO, SABIN NO QUISO FIRMAR.

Acufia conocia la ciencia y a las personas. Podia hablar
con ministros, médicos, presidentes, cientificos y
rotarios y encontrar la puerta adecuada. Cuando Sabin
se negd inicialmente a firmar uno de los documentos
del programa, Carlos Canseco recurrié a su amigo. La
instruccidn, recordada muchos anos después, fue mds o
menos ésta:

—Llévalo al restaurante mds caro que encuentres.
}Emlmrrécha!n! Gasta lo que sea, pero consigue que
irme,

—No si no es por el dinero. El problema es que me
voy a emborrachar también yo.

Acufia finalmente acepté la misién. La reunién en las
oficinas de Rotary en Evanston se suspendid a las
doce de medio dia. Se reanudaria a las dos. Cuando
Albert preguntaba en que piso estarian los refrigerios,
Acunia lo interrumpio.

—No, no, no... ;Cémo que sandwichitos? Vamos a
comer bien, Y que nos esperen para la reunién de la
tarde.

Acufia recordaba que Albert se quedé un rato
viéndolo en el entrecejo. Como buen sibarita seguro
pens6: “Si el ex Director de la OPS se lo sugerfa”.
Interrumpid el silencio:

—Claro yo soy Sabin. El de la vacuna.

Tomaron el vehiculo oficial de Canseco y se
dirigieron hasta el centro de Chicago. Entraron al
restaurante mds exclusivo junto al hotel mas famoso
de la época.

—Albert tu pide la comida {Pero pide bien!

Acufia llamé al maitre. Le hablé en espanol para
evitar ser comprendido y le pidié el vino mds caro.

—No necesariamente el mejor... Acufia interrumpid:
—Usted traigalo, quiero es impresionar a este senor.

Hubo una larga comida, comieron espléndidamente,
mucha conversacion y bastante vino. Se levantaron

unas 4 o 5 veces al bano.

Pidieron dos botellas del mas
regresaron sin prisa a la reunion.

caro. Después

Ya eran las tres de la tarde.

- ‘ﬂ
St

Y Carlos se tronaba los dedos.

Recuerda Acufia sonriendo: “Llegamos y nos recibid el
mismisimo Presidente de Rotary International”. Le dijo a
Acufia:

—;Qué paséd? ;Va a firmar?
—No se.
—;Te dijo algo?

—Yo hice lo que me pediste. Lo emborraché... y me
emborrachétambién. Resultados vamos a ver los adentro.

El documento volvié a circular. De lzquierda a derecha
como en cualquier protocolo diplomdtico. Sabin ocupaba
el cuarto lu ar(Lacia la izquierda.

Esta vez, Sabin firmo.

—jAaaah!... valid la pena...
Valio la pena:

« Sabin dono a Rotary los derechos sobre la
patente de la vacuna oral.

» Los primeros dos afos Acuna convencio a
grandes empresas a donar los primeros 180
millones de ddélares para arrancar el
programa. Al dia de hoy Rotary ha reunido
mds de 2 mil 800 millones de dolares.

« Hemos aplicado mas de 3 mil millones de
dosis de vacunas en ninos.

Se calcula que hemos evitado 20 millones de
casos de paralisis infantil.
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SU AMISTAD HIZO HISTORIA
SU LIDERAZGO TRASCENDIO FRONTERAS.
SIEMPRE LLEVO EL ESTANDARTE DE ESTE CLUB.

Octavio conserva un recuerdo de Héctor Acuia que ACUNA Y CANSECO EN LA CUMBRE DISTRITAL
ocurrid lejos de las ceremonias. En un viaje familiara EN EL CONGRESO DE LA UNION.

Washington D.C., Acufa los invitd a cenar a su casa .. N y _—
en Falls Church, Vir!?inia. Con la sencillez de una Nos sorprendio. Dedico su discurso a esta historia y

Antonio iz){e‘na e -
Preswdente@et] Banco Interamericano de Desarrol il

confidencia de juvenil, recuerda a una las hija de los reconocio a nuestro socio. Lo dijo asi: Albert Bruc .

Acuifia: “le llamaban Busy”. Rotary es familia, Acufia s i it dbicca L;:ml de poliovirus
. o & . - - -

al que asociamos con grandes jsponabilidades Honrar el legado de mi abuelo

internacionales aparece con Don Octavio Acevedo en 710 5871 IL& apropiarse de la historia, - Ningtin proyecto verdaderamente grande
una escena doméstica: su casa, la cena y la familia S0 recoraar 4 quIenes caminaron jumto a el.
? Y se construye solo.

rotaria reunida. .. e i " srticas di
Quiza esa sea una de las formas mas auténticas de la g, 1988 cuando comenzé formalmente la

Durante la Cumbre Distrital Rofaria invité a mi amigo amistad rotaria: comprender que ninguna obra | . . . "\ e para la Eradicacién de la
Mauricio Canseco, a quien conozco desde hace casi  verdaderamente grande pertenece a una sola persona. oo nielitis, la enfermedad paralizaba cada afio a
dos décadas —no por ser nieto del expresidente La contribucién de Acufia no fue la accién aislada de un  antoq de miles de niias y nifios. Desde entonces
mundial, sino por ofros lugares en los que la vida nos  solo hombre. Fue su capacidad de reunir a quienes o 50 eq T T boliomielitis casi en  su
ha desafiado a... inaugurar la Cumbre en la Cdmara de Ec)dfan hacer posible algo que parecia inalcanzable. Eso 4 e 194 "Detras de esepresultado exlitons niillones
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ATESTIMONY

OF FRIENDSHIP AND LEADERSHIP

by José Luis Mufioz Aguilar
Good evening, dear Rotary friends.

| thank our governor Omar Contreras Borbén for his
kind invitation to participate in this well-deserved tribute
to our esteemctF past governor, Dr. Héctor Acufa
Monteverde, with whom [ had the privilege of spendin,
time and sharing endearing anecdotes wﬁen he move§
to Cuernavaca and as a member of the Cuernavaca
Chipitlan Rotary Club.

We gather today to honor the memory of an
extraordinary man, whose career represents an example
of leadership, commitment, and a deep vocation for
service.

There are people who go through life adapting to
circumstances, while others, like Hector Acuiia, decide
to transform it through their actions.

'

Polio Eradication Award 2026
Award for the eradication of polio
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THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO GO THROUGH LIFE ADAPTING, WHILE
OTHERS DECIDE TO TRANSFORM IT THROUGH THEIR ACTIONS.

At a time when health challenges seemed insurmountable, he was able to combine
scientific knowledge, strategic vision and human sensitivity to help improve the lives
of those who needed it most.

There are victories in the history of humanity that are won with weapons, but the most
transcendent are those that are achieved silently: in laboratories, in hospitals and in
the most remote communities, where men and women work tirelessly to prevent
suffering and save lives.

The fi;éht against polio is one of those great feats.
To understand its magnitude, we must remember a not-so-distant time when the word
polio sowed terror in millions of homes.

It was an invisible threat that interrupted childhood, stole dreams and, in the most
serious cases, condemned children to live with permanent aftereffects or to depend on
an iron lung to breathe.

In 1988, when the Global Polio Eradication Initiative was launched, hundreds of
thousands of children were paralyzed each year because of this disease.

Facing such a challenge required much more than vaccines. It was necessary to build
international alliances, strengthen health systems, mobilize resources, and bring
prevention to the most remote places on the planet.

In that effort, Dr. Hector Acuna played a relevant role thanks to his experience, his
leadership skills, and his deep knowledge of international public health.




His career in important health institutions allowed him to promote
cooperation between countries and help lay the foundations for initiatives
that would change the future of health in our continent.

But beyond his technical and administrative skills, those of us who had the
opportunity to know him also remember his human c‘ualities, his simplicity,
and his conviction that the true value of knowledge lies in putting it at the
service of others.

That philosophy found a natural space in Rotary to become action.

The fight against polio demonstrates what can be achieved when science,
governments, international institutions, and volunteers join forces around a
COMMOoN purpose.

Thanks to this collective commitment, entire regions of the world have been
declared free of wild poliovirus, and millions of children have been able to
grow up without the threat of this disease.

What once seemed an unattainable aspiration has become one of the
greatest achievements of modern public health.

And although the definitive eradication of polio remains an outstanding task,
the progress achieved reminds us that great transformations require vision,
perseverance and continuity.

Today we remember your life with admiration and gratitude.

Your legacy is not only in the positions you held, the institutions you led, or
the awards you received.

It lies in the health opportunities you helped build, in the professionals you
inspired, and in the generations that have benefited from the efforts you
championed.

Familia Rotaria
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Your story teaches us a lesson that transcends the field of
medicine and expresses the very essence of Rotary:

True leadership is not about reaching positions of
importance, but about making a difference in the lives of
others while in those positions.

On behalf of those of us who shared with you the Rotary
ideal of service, and of the generations who will continue
working for a polio-free world, we express our appreciation
for your memory.

Thank you, dear Hector Acufia, for your vision, your
friendship, and vyour extraordinary contribution to the
health of the Americas.

Your example remains. Your work transcends. And your
legacy commits us to continue.

Thank you so much!
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R = » Palio Eradicatidon Award
D"ary Caldardén nor 12 ereadicacidr

saldardén | ereadi r
Frank Deviyn

Anahuac Tacubaya

Relationship of each color to its placement in the award
and to the purpose of polio vaccination.

Its depth suggests perseverance and

Identifies the cause: action. institutional continuity.

Appears on the red ribbon and the red panels of Used in the award title, institutional headings, and

Peotardle the radial structure. It is the most immediate and the deeper red details that unify the composition. In

l" “ energetic red, directing the eye toward the main the medal, it adds visual weight to the central red
2] B forms of the award. field and the formal identity.

Main background color

lights merit and sy
and visually

Reserved for letters, names, and inscriptions. It is
reserved for letters, names, and inscriptions on the
medal, especially where the text appears over the
ivory ring. Its function is to provide contrast and
legibility, not to dominate visually.

Allows names and inscriptions to be read.

Mo
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Relacion de cada color con su ubicacion en la condecoracion
y con el proposito de la vacunacion contra la poliomielitis.

: | [ Tt 11 i |
05 518 nificados son un; | INLErpreia ion del diseno de este gdl irdon;

no se presentan como definiciones oficiales de Rotary Inter national.
La vacuna previene la enfermedad;
la medalla honra a las personas y al servicio que sostienen esa labor.

Su profundidad sugiere
Identifica la causa: la accion. perseverancia y continuidad institucional.
Aparece en la cinta roja y en los paneles rojos de Se utiliza en el titulo del glalardon los encabezados
la estructura radial. Es el rojo mas inmediato y institucionales y los detalles rojos mds profundos

{ ‘1" enérgico; dirige la mirada hacia las formas que dan unidad a la composicion. En los detalles
G ' principales de [a condecoracion. rojos mas profundos que dan unidad a Ila

pINT composicion. En a medalla, aporta peso visual al
campo rojo central y a la identidad formal.

Color de fondo y de apoyo principal

imbolos; el blanco
o visualmente el

Se reserva para letras, nombres e inscripciones de
la medalla, especialmente donde el texto aparece
sobre el anillo marfil. Su funcion esspecialmente
donde el texto aparece sobre el anillo marfil. Su
funcién dar contraste y legibilidad, no dominar
visualmente.

Permite leer nombres e inscripciones,
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GOLD CHAIN
1 J Proposed interpretation of

- b 4 ~  the link between the
institution that recognizes
) and the service that

maotivates the distinction.
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SYMBOLISM / PROPOSAL

TOP BAR
dentifies the name of the award and the year of issuance. E N D

PLACA SUPERIOR

Identifica el nombre del galardon y el ano de emision. END POLIO NOW

Expresses the central humanitarian PO l- I O

RED RIBEON WITH GOLD STRIPES cause of the piece.
Proposed interpretation of r;)erseverance, continuity of Expresa |3E;[35ﬁ1:g;ﬁma N Ow
service and ceremonial solemnity. central de la pieza.

CINTA ROJA CON FRANJAS DORADAS
Interpretacion propuesta de perseverancia, continuidad del
servicio y solemnidad ceremonial.

WHITE RING
RADIAL STRUCTURE Contains the name of Hector Acuna and the Rotary club that grants the award.
GOLDEN AND RED ARMS ANILLO BLANCO
Distinctive visual language of a Contiene el nombre de nuestro socio y del club rotario que otorga el galardan.

decoration of honor.

ESTRUCTURA RADIAL
DORADO Y BRAZOS ROJOS
Lenguaje visual propio de una
condecoracion de honor.

AMERICAS MAP
Evokes Acufia’s career in regional
public health on the continent.

MAPA AMERICA
Evoca la trayectoria de Acufia en salud

CHILDREN FIGURES

Represents Rora?/’s commitment to the

protection of children and futuregenerations.
FIGURAS INFANTILES

El compromiso de Rotary poR la proteccion
de infancia y con las nuevas generaciones

VACCINE DROP
GOTA DE VACUNA
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BACK Vi DETAILS AND DIMENSIONS

SCMLE 1

e " TOP BAR

|' POLIO ERaDICATION il — 35 mm

10 mm | - !

. AWARD 2026 W=

FOLIO ERADICATION H . =T - POLIO ERADICATI
AWARD 2026 AWARD 2026

o =

e
FLACA SUPERIOR ——_—

10 mm

STAFRONTAL) | VESTA LATERA SIDE VIEY

10

60 mm

S

3 mm

_ NOTAS DE FABRICACION COLOR PALETTE / CHROMATOGRAPHY

1. Dimensidnes poerales 1. Genwral dimen:
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THE AWARD
ORIGIN AND SIGNIFICANCE

What This Decoration Truly Represents?

and when the last child is safe, we will
have honored, through our actions

POLIO ERADICATION
AWARD 2026

- Its red ribbon with gold stripes represents the dedication and perseverance that characterized Dr. Héctor v ;)
Acuna Monteverde's vocation of service; !

- The chain symbolizes the unity of purpose he helped foster;
The map of the Americas represents the continent to which he devoted his work in public health and
vaccination began;

= The vaccine drop symbolizes science in the service of prevention;

- And the figures of children represent those whom these efforts sought to protect.

This decoration honors those who devoted their lives to fighting the disease, those who carried vaccines to the
most remote communities, and also those whom, sadly, we were unable to reach in time.

We may never know how many children were able to grow up healthy thanks to a contribution, a vaccination
campaign, or the quiet dedication of someone whose name will never appear on a plaque.

Yet we can imagine one of them walking hand in hand with his mother, learning to ride a bicycle, or running
after a ball, unaware that countless people worked for years so that he could live free from polio.

He does not know their names. He does not know how much they sacrificed.
And he does not need to.
For the true greatness of service lies in the good that endures long after we are

The Dr. Héctor Acuna Monteverde Polio Eradication Award honors this understanding of medicine and service:
devoting knowledge, effort, and determination to the well-being of humanity. Its value transcends the materials
from which it is made and resides in the legacy it preserves.

ONE OF ROTARY'S NOBLEST IDEALS:
The day polio finally becomes a thing of the past will mark the fulfillment of a cause to which so many people SERVICE TO HUMANITY.
devoted their efforts. May this decoration forever preserve the memory of Dr. Héctor Acuna Monteverde and all =

those who dedicated themselves to the fight against polio.

For as long as even one child remains threatened by this disease, our mission will remain unfinished,
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[R5 ISR GALARDON: ORIGEN Y SIGNIFICADO

1

Cuando alguien reciba esta condecoracion, tendra en sus En ella estardn representados quienes

manos mas que una medalla: dedicaron su existencia a combatir la
« Cinta roja con franjas doradas, enfermedad, quienes llevaron vacunas hasta
representa la entrega y perseverancia que las comunidades mas apartadas y también
distinguieron la vocacion de servicio. aquellos a quienes no llegamos a tiempo.
« La cadena, la union de voluntades que él contribuy6 a

Pero podemos imaginar a uno de ellos
caminando de la mano de su madre,
aprendiendo a montar en bicicleta o
corriendo detras de una pelota, sin saber que

impulsar;

« El mapa de las Américas, el continente al que dedicé su
labor en salud publica y donde inicié la vacunaciomn;

« La gota de vacuna, la ciencia puesta al servicio de la

PRI i e . para caac pudier viv e e poliomiehts.

. Las figuras infantiles, la infancia que esa labor buscé P 9UeP P :
proteger. Tal vez nunca sepamos cuantos nifios
No conocemos sus nombres. No sabemos cudnto esfuerzo pudieron crecer sanos gracias a una
realizaron. aportacion, una campafa o al esfuerzo
Y no necesitamos saberlo. silencioso de alguien cuyo nombre jamas

Porque la verdadera Erandeza del servicio reside en el bien que  aparecerd en una placa.
permanece después de nosotros.

El Galardén Dr. Héctor Acuia Monteverde por la Erradicacion de la Polio honra esa concepcion de la
medicina y del servicio: dedicar el conocimiento, el esfuerzo y la voluntad al bienestar de la humanidad.
Su valor trasciende los materiales que lo conforman y reside en el legado que preserva.

Que llegue el dia en que la poliomielitis pertenezca definitivamente a la historia. Sera la culminacion de
una causa a la que tantas personas consagraron sus esfuerzos.
Que esta condecoracion preserve para siempre la memoria del Dr. Héctor Acuia Monteverde v de
quienes consagraron sus esfuerzos a combatir la poliomielitis.

Porque mientras exista un solo nifo amenazado por esta enfermedad, nuestra mision no habrd
concluido.

Y CUANDO EL ULTIMO NINO ESTE A SALVO,
HABREMOS HONRADO, CON HECHOS, i
A EL MAS NOBLE DE LOS IDEALES DE ROTARY:

v SERVIR A LA HUMANIDAD. ¥ |










